Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.038; wR factor = 0.106; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.5.
In the title molecule, C 20 H 20 ClN 3 O 4 , both the pyrrole N-H groups adopt a syn conformation with respect to the carbonyl groups. In the crystal, intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the molecules into layers parallel to (102). Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
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Comment
The use of 2-carbonyl-functionalized pyrrole moieties as building blocks to create hydrogen bonded self-assembled aggregates has received some attention recently (Sessler et al., 2003; Yin et al. 2006; Maeda et al. 2007) . In continuation of our study of the solid state self-assemblies of some pyrrole-2-carboxylate compounds (Cui et al. 2009 ), we report the crystal structure of the title compound, (I).
In (I) (Fig. 1) , both the pyrrole NH groups adopt syn conformation with respect to the carbonyl groups. The molecules of the title compound self-assemble into one-dimensional tape through helical N-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) . Further, intermolecular N-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) 
Refinement
All H atoms were geometrically positioned (N-H 0.86 Å, C-H 0.93-0.97 Å), and included in the final cycles of refinement using a riding model, with U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C, N).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), with the atom-numbering scheme and 30% probability displacement ellipsoids.
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